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DUNDAS MUSEUM & ARCH IVES 

 

ôDundas Historical Society Museumõ is our legal name.  

Today, we are also known informally as the ôDundas Museum & Archivesõ.  

  

    òThe original building     

opened on April 21, 1956      

at a cost of $75,000 with     

the money raised by         

public subscription.ó   

   Today, as in 1956, visitors explore the    

stories of Dundas told through objects       

donated by citizens of the community.   

The Museumõs own story is told through 

these newspaper articles found in the     

archives. They were written in January of 

1963. The passion for Dundas is evident, as 

is a deep seated commitment to preserving 

its history. The communityõs museum.  

  This edition of the newsletter celebrates 

the spirit of Dundas. The spirit that in-

spired the commitment by everyday citizens 

to open the Museumõs doors back in 1956, 

testament to the Valley and its history. The 

same spirit that makes the community 

unique today.        

  A passion for Dundas. A commitment to    

preserving its history. Itõs our turn.  

 

   

 

 

 



Dear Friends of the Museum: 
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  Clare Crozier 

  President & Board Chair 

 

 

   With warm days and cool nights, it was a beautiful autumn in the Valley Town.  With the hint  

of winter now in the air, I would like to update you on what has been a very exciting and busy  

year in the life of the Dundas Museum & Archives. As I begin my fifth year as your President  

and Board Chair, your Board of Directors has been presented with a number of challenges,  

some relating to the age of our building, others related to the ongoing operations of the Museum. 
 

   Your Board of Directors is acutely aware we have a duty, a responsibility, to maintain the building, and to protect and 

preserve our heritage collections and historical archival records. After years of patching our leaking roof, and struggling to 

operate our antiquated HVAC system (heating, ventilation and air-conditioning), it became necessary to address these   

concerns. In our efforts to maintain the integrity of our 1956 building, Museum policy dictates the need to seek three 

quotes for whatever work is done.  In doing our due diligence we engaged the services of Schreiber Brothers to first strip 

and then install a 'new' roof (a considerable challenge with a flat roof) and  Black & McDonald to replace our costly to   

operate electrical heating system with a more cost effective natural gas system. In addition, we updated the wiring and    

replaced our 60-gallon hot-water tank with a more economical 20-gallon system. Looking ahead your Board had created a 

Reserve Fund for such emergencies, however, these expenses were not budgeted for in 2010. As a result, we have seriously 

depleted the Museum's Reserve fund. 
 

   Other changes include: a complete revision, soon to be launched, of our website (www.dundasmuseum.ca); creating a 

presence on Facebook,  Flickr, Twitter and Our Ontario; securing two off-site storage locations; installing  a 'new' security 

system for our facilities (one that includes smoke and heat coverage in the 1848 heritage doctor's office); engaging an off-

site computer security system (at the end of each business day our computer records are uploaded to a Toronto site), and   

a computer database program (which allows us to track our expenses, costing, exhibits, programming, & membership). 

Development of a database program which tracks every detail of the artifact and archival collections is underway, as well. 
 

   Thanks to a number of federal and provincial government grants, which paid all or a portion of the wages of two highly 

skilled and technologically savvy university students, we were able to describe the Bertram family and business records and 

create an inventory of fonds (records), as well as to develop a digital inventory of our photographic image collection. In 

time this information will be available on our website and on ARCHEION (the provincial archival database system) for   

researchers around the world. 
 

   Your Museum Board and Staff are faced with very ambitious future goals. That said we need your help. In this newsletter 

you will find the Museum's Christmas Wish List. We know we are asking for a lot from Santa, but it is a wish list, and 

maybe, just maybe, there is a chance you could help us with something on our list. Membership renewal time is here;  

perhaps you would consider giving a family member or friend a membership as a gift.  A financial gift to the Museum is 

another option. For gifts in excess of $20.00 an income tax receipt is available. A donation gift form is enclosed for your 

convenience, with your membership renewal. All financial gifts will be gratefully accepted and very much appreciated 
 

   In closing I would like to welcome Kerry McNamara as a member of the museum's Board of Directors. Kerry, an      

educator and keen Dundas historian, served on Dundas Town Council for over a      

decade. While we welcome Kerry we say goodbye to Joan Hall, for six years a valued 

member of the Board. Joan's wise counsel will be missed ... thank you Joan! 
 

          With respect, 
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For those who havenõt yet met her, may we introduce...   

LISA NARDUZZI, our Administrative Assistant  

   

   òWhat I love about working at 

the Museum in the Administrative 

Assistant role is the versatility of 

the position.  Whether it is work-

ing on promotional material,    

coordination, financials, social 

networking or greeting our     

wonderful visitors, members and 

volunteers as they walk through 

the door, it is great that every day 

is a different experience!ó   

 

   A versatile position for an extremely versatile person! Joining the 

Staff in June, Lisa quickly immersed herself in all aspects of the posi-

tion. Her warm, friendly manner is immediately welcoming, whether 

in person and over the phone, attentive to every one. Many roads 

lead to Lisaõs desk, but her organizational, computer and problem 

solving skills keep it all running smoothly. The effective and attrac-

tive exhibition promotional material that you have received for the 

Faces of Dundas and Little Theatre exhibitions are her work as are the 

promotional banners on the front façade of the Museum.   
 

   Lisa previously worked as a learning advisor on the Training Team 

at Research in Motion (RIM). Wishing to pursue her love of photog-

raphy, she has become part of the Museum while also developing her 

own photography business.  Lisa, thanks for your all that you bring. 

Weõre glad you are with us! 

   

The get together took place in the modest   

basement rec. room. Twenty -two people were 

gathered at the home of Don and Mabel on 

East Street. This meeting, in the spring of 

1960, was to have a profound effect on the   

cultural community of the Town...    
 

 

Where Theatre Comes to PlayWhere Theatre Comes to Play   

50 Years of dundas Little Theatre50 Years of dundas Little Theatre   
 

 

   òLittle Theatre was born in Dundas, Friday    

evening, March 25, to Squire and Mrs. Dundas. 

This happy event took place in the recreation room 

of Mr. and Mrs. Don Garstin, East Street, Dundas 

and the birth was witnessed by twenty-two         

interested spectators, who kept the pot   boiling 

with ideas, while young Doc, Geoff. Dickenson,    

supervisedó proclaimed the article in the Dundas 

Star. Dundas Little Theatre was born! Fast forward 

fifty years! 
  

   The Dundas Little Theatre has had a permanent 

home for the last thirty years at the Garstin Centre 

for the Arts, named after 

the late Don Garstin, who 

chaired that first meeting. 
 

   The curtain rose a  little 

early this season as the 

Dundas Little Theatre  

enters its milestone 50th 

Anniversary season. The venue was a little different 

- and this performance will run for quite a bit 

longer, until February 6, 2011!  The Dundas Mu-

seum & Archives presents òWhere Theatre Comes 

to Play: 50 Years of Dundas Little Theatreó; an  

exhibition celebrating a half-century of first-class  

productions that have left audiences in the Valley 

Town delighted,  enraptured and  thoroughly     

entertained!  
 

   From selecting plays to set design to creating     

costumes to casting to curtain calls: for fifty years, 

the Dundas Little Theatre is indeed where theatre 

has come to play in our community. We hope you   

enjoy this collaborative effort between the Dundas 

Little Theatre and the Dundas Museum.  The    

program is ready!  The stage is set! Your seat awaits!  

                   
             Stan Nowak 
                       Exhibition Planning Committee 

 
 

 Inside the Actors studi o  

At  the  

Dundas  Museum  &  Archives  

Saturday,  January  15    1 - 4 p.m.   

Free  admission  

~ Enjoy  revolving  performance  pieces  

by  Dundas  Little  Theatre  Actors ~  

~ Talk with the performers ~  

Come and go as you wish  
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YOUR Community Museum  

   As most will know, Dundas has been crowned 

Kraft Hockeyville 2010. What a fantastic time it has 

been for the town. 
 

   On September 28th I found myself walking down 

King Street towards the Kraft Hockeyville main 

event ð the Buffalo Sabres taking on the Ottawa 

Senators at the J.L. Grightmire ôMarket Streetõ 

Arena.  Having limited experience in Dundas, a 

town, (Iõve commuted from Guelph since 

January), I wanted to see what this town was all 

about.   
 

   While the folks at Hockeyville did a great job 

of putting together some great activities for 

kids, there was something else in the air that night.  Walking through the 

crowd as somewhat of an outsider, I could clearly see the pride Dundasians 

have for their town.  Not that it was different from normal... of course... 

but the smiles of those in the street were a little wider with the knowledge 

that the entire country was finally paying attention! 
 

   The reason I relay my experiences from the Hockeyville festivities is that 

I think itõs the first time I really appreciated the permanence of Dundas as 

a community.  The announcer on the hockey game playing on the TV 

thirty feet above Market Street described Dundas as òtechnically part of the 

City of Hamilton.ó After the quiet boos and snickers 

died down, I was left with the sense that this is a 

place that really understands what it is. Sure, some 

might say that you have to have ôa relative in the 

Groveõ to really be from Dundas, but even         

newcomers can  appreciate the distinctiveness of 

this place. 
 

   Dundas, unlike many others, is a place with a rich  

history that you can still read on the buildings and 

streets.  It has an identity and character that is 

rooted in its heritage.  A place with memory.  As 

YOUR community museum, we strive to be the 

keeping place of that memory; a space to gather 

and interpret our shared past.  Your stories and   

objects contribute to the ability of the Museum 

to explain why this place is so special.   
 

   While the buzz of Hockeyville may be over, 

and the bunting has come down, the celebration 

of what makes this valley unique is alive and well                                       

at YOUR community museum.                             

     Kevin Puddister 
                                                                Collections Manager 

       Bertram Project Update  

   In June, the Museum received word that 

our grant application to the National Archival  

Development Program had been successful!    

The NADP 

program is 

administered by the Canadian 

Council of Archives and is supported  

by Library and Archives Canada and the       

Government of Canada. Without their support 

this project would have taken years to complete. 

We are very grateful.  
 

   With Shaun House as Project Archivist, the    

records, including many photographs, created 

and kept by the Bertram business and family 

members have been refoldered and reboxed,         

catalogued, and inventoried. The descriptions    

of the records will eventually be available   

through ARCHEION and Archives Canada.   

The complete inventories will be available on  

our website and in hard copy at the Museum. 
 

   We know how significant the Bertram family   

was to the Town of Dundas, and to the Museum. 

Now we are able to share the documentary      

evidence of their work and lives with others.   
 

                        Sandra Kiemele, Archivist          

Coming Soon!    The Museum is launching 

a new website.  It is an exciting time as we  

redefine our role in the community in relation 

to our presence on the Web.  Our aim is to  

not only spruce up the site in terms of layout,   

colour and design, but also to provide a place 

where you can go to connect, share, learn and       

experience.  Plan a visit. View the exhibition 

schedule. Watch an online exhibit. Research. 

Interact in our virtual community through 

ôConnect Onlineõ. It will all be there. In an  

exciting new application, you will be able to 

read ôDundas storiesõ posted by others and 

share your own.  What great opportunities to     

continue the conversation between the present 

and the past, to capture oral history and to  

unveil even more rich Dundas history. Stay 

tuned. The website will launch next month! 

           Lisa Narduzzi, Administrative Assistant 


